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‘Religion is the product of certain type of interaction between man
and his environment.”
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‘This moral or Religious, whatever we choose to call it, is
extraordianlly strong. When faced by opposition, and even by
powerful political attempts at suppression, it obstinately refuses to
lie down and die. One often comes on statement that Religion is a
primitive superstition that modern man can do well without. Yet,
if the impulse were truly primitive in a biological sense (as for
instance patriotic loyalty to the group in which one happens to live
IS primitive) we would sure expect to see it in other animals. As far
as | know, no one has advanced any evidence for this idea.”®
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‘In 332 BCE Alexander of Macedonia defeated Darius 111 of Persia

and the Greeks began to colonise Asia and Africa. They founded
city-states in Tyre, Sidon, Gaza, Philadelphia (Amman), Tripolis
and even in Schechem. The Jews of Palestine and the diaspora
were surrounded by an Hellenic culture which some found
disturbing but others were excited by Greek theatre, philosophy,
sport and poetry. They learned Greek, exercised at gymnasium and
took Greek names. Some fought as marcineries in the Greek
armies. They even translated their own scriptures into Greek,
producing the version known as the Septuagint. Thus some Greeks
came to know God of Israel and decide to worship Yahweh (or lao,
as they called him) alongside Zeus and Dionysius. Some were
atratcted to the Synagogues meeting houses, which the diaspora
Jews had evolved in place of the temple worship. There they read
their scriptures, prayed and listened to sermons. The synagouge
was unlike anything else in the rest of the ancient Religious world.
Since there was no rituals and sacrifice, it must have seemed more
like a school of philosophy and many flocked to the synagogue if
a well known Jewish preacher came to town, as they would queue
up to hear their own philosophers.™
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‘Some Greek even observed selected parts of the Torah and joined
Jews in syncretist sects. During the fourth century BCE, there were
isolated instances of Jews and Greeks marging Yahweh with one
of the Greek Gods.”
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» Karen Armstrong, A History of God, Vintage Books, London, o1 : »3
» Karen Armstrong, A History of God, Vintage Books, London, 87 : b-2-b®
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‘I cannot condemn him for endeavoring to draw his subjects into
the belief of his divine orDgin, nor can | be induced to think it any
great crime, for it is very reasonable to imagine that he intended no
more by it than merely to procure the greater authority among his
soldiers.™
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‘At the time of the expedition to the temple of Jupiter Ammon, the
Macedonian conqueror had caused the foundations of that city to
be laid, foreseeing that it might be made the commercial entrepot
between Asia and Europe. It is to be particularly remarked that not
only did Alexander himself deport many Jews from Palestine to
people the city, and not only did Ptolemy Soter bring one hundred
thousand more after his siege of Jerusalem, but Philadelphus, his
successor, redeemed from slavery one hundred and ninety-eight
thousand of that people, paying their Egyptian owners a just money
equivalent for each. To all these Jews the same privileges were
accorded as to the Macedonians. In consequence of this considerate
treatment, vast numbers of their compatriots and many Syrians
voluntarily came into Egypt.>®
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‘Religious condition of the Greeks in the fourth century before
Christ.---Their invasion of the Persian Empire brings them in
contact with new aspects of Nature, and familiarizes them with new
Religious systems.--The military, engineering, and scientific
activity, stimulated by the Macedonian campaigns, leads to the
establishment in Alexandria of an institute, the Museum, for the
cultivation of knowledge by experiment, observation, and
mathematical discussion.---It is the origin of Science.*®
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‘It divided her people into distinct communities having conflicting
interests, and made them incapable of centralization. Incessant
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domestic wars between the rival states checked her
advancement.’16
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